EDUCATION AND NON-CO-OPERATION                        393

untouchability. I have had it translated for Young India, Nothing
has consoled me so much as to find Pandit Madan Mohan Mala-
viyaji and the learned Principal both claiming to be and accepted
as orthodox Hindus ranging themselves whole-heartedly on the
side of the removal of this blot upon Hinduism.

Young India, 3-11-1921

170.   EDUCATION AND NON-CO-OPERATION

TO

THE EDITOR
YOUNG INDIA

SIR,

In the Sartik issue of the Pravasi, a Bengali monthly edited by the
reputed journalist Mr* Ramananda Chatterjee, appears an article over the
initials S.G. on the present educational activities of Russia. In this article
occurs a passage to which I wish to draw your attention, I am translat-
ing it below.

"But even under the stress of the present upheavals Russia has kept
burning her torch of learning, faint though it is. None has advised her,
like the wise patriots of our country (India), to let education wait. Russia
knows that no vital antagonism (incompatibility) exists between war and
education, as exists between water and oil."

I apologize for the bad rendering but this is the idea contained in
the few Bengali lines I refer to,

I do not exactly understand what the writer means by these lines
and as Mr. Gandhi is one of the "wise patriots who have advised us to
let education wait", I would respectfully request him to express his views
on the above passage, as such a view is held by a section of the com-
munity which declares itself to be "sane*5 and "rational".

Tours, etc.,
PURULIA,                                                        PHANINDRANATH DASGUPTA

I am not surprised at the view expressed in the Pravasi. In
my humble opinion it betrays at once ignorance of the position of
the "wise patriots" and a distorted view of education. The Rus-
sians are not non-co-operating with their existing institutions. And
yet in a state of war there too "the torch of learning is burning
faint" even as in non-co-operation schools. But what happened
in England when it was at war with Germany? How many
schools were then going on in England? I know, that the Inns of
Court and many colleges were practically closed, I know that